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Belmont trailer park residents say not much done to prevent a repeat of
last year’s flooding

‘They keep pointing fingers’

By Alyse DiNapoli, Daily Journal staff
Dec 21, 2023
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Gabriela Guzman, a resident of the Belmont Trailer Park for 13
years, was displaced from her home for about two months as result
of last year’s New Year’s Eve storm, and with recent rainfall and an


https://www.smdailyjournal.com/users/profile/Alyse%20DiNapoli
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/flooded-and-fatigued-residents-of-the-belmont-trailer-park-look-for-answers/article_b8461624-9303-11ed-afad-3b31f6992755.html
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/flooded-and-fatigued-residents-of-the-belmont-trailer-park-look-for-answers/article_b8461624-9303-11ed-afad-3b31f6992755.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smdailyjournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbelmont-trailer-park-residents-say-not-much-done-to-prevent-a-repeat-of-last-year%2Farticle_2f569a9c-9fb3-11ee-85ac-6f8b5f5d7997.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?&text=Belmont%20trailer%20park%20residents%20say%20not%20much%20done%20to%20prevent%20a%20repeat%20of%20last%20year%E2%80%99s%20flooding%C2%A0&via=smdailyjournal&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smdailyjournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbelmont-trailer-park-residents-say-not-much-done-to-prevent-a-repeat-of-last-year%2Farticle_2f569a9c-9fb3-11ee-85ac-6f8b5f5d7997.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dtwitter%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
mailto:?subject=%5BSan%20Mateo%20Daily%20Journal%5D%20Belmont%20trailer%20park%20residents%20say%20not%20much%20done%20to%20prevent%20a%20repeat%20of%20last%20year%E2%80%99s%20flooding%C2%A0&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smdailyjournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbelmont-trailer-park-residents-say-not-much-done-to-prevent-a-repeat-of-last-year%2Farticle_2f569a9c-9fb3-11ee-85ac-6f8b5f5d7997.html%3Futm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Duser-share
javascript:window.print()
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/belmont-trailer-park-residents-say-not-much-done-to-prevent-a-repeat-of-last-year/article_2f569a9c-9fb3-11ee-85ac-6f8b5f5d7997.html&title=Belmont%20trailer%20park%20residents%20say%20not%20much%20done%20to%20prevent%20a%20repeat%20of%20last%20year%E2%80%99s%20flooding%C2%A0

expected El Nino winter, she and other residents are doubtful
there’s been enough improvements this year to prevent similar
damage.

The 33-year-old mother of two young children cited the continuous
lack of gas or hot water as the main reasons for such a delayed
return to their home last winter, in addition to a kitchen floor in
disrepair due to water damage. Randy Chavez said he and his
girlfriend waded through chemical and sewage-contaminated water,
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“The water was just gushing in, even when the rain stopped. It was
horrible,” said one resident, who preferred to remain anonymous.

Facing a barrage of questions and criticism over seemingly
inadequate stormwater systems, some city councils took
constituent concerns to heart. Citizen-led initiatives in San Mateo
successfully advocated for a stormwater fee ballot measure to help
fund better infrastructure, and it received the verbal backing of all
councilmembers. The Belmont City Council has also discussed
myriad grants it plans to seek for improved infrastructure, with
some councilmembers reiterating the urgency given last year’s
weather.

But for residents at the Belmont Mobile Home Park — located along
the west side of Highway 101 in between Harbor Boulevard and
O’Neill Avenue — appealing to their elected officials for help over
the past year has been a bureaucratic quagmire that hasn’t provided
much solace. The park occupies a unique spot within the Harbor
Industrial Area, which is largely an unincorporated county
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jurisdiction, but it also relies on some infrastructure owned or
managed by the city of Belmont and also by the California
Department of Transportation.

The county maintains a storm drain system right outside the park
along Harbor Boulevard, and Caltrans retains full jurisdiction over
another system closest to the park — located along the barrier wall
dividing the freeway and park area — which is supposed to channel
water to the east side of Highway 101 into the Belmont Slough and
eventually the San Francisco Bay. The nearby Belmont Creek, also
an influential part of flood patterns in the area, falls under
numerous jurisdictions, including the city of Belmont.
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Homes in the Belmont Trailer Park experienced severe flood damage last winter.
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The lack of answers from so many entities is the reason attorney
David Finkelstein said he and his client, who owns the property,
decided to sue all three of them in a lawsuit filed earlier this year.

“They keep pointing fingers. The city says, it’s not us, it’s the
county, or it’s Caltrans. And they go back and forth as to which one
is responsible. So we sued all three entities, and basically we want
them to fix it,” Finkelstein said.

The lawsuit alleges all three parties have failed to properly install,
update and maintain key drainage systems in the park’s
surrounding areas, and requests to have such work done on the part
of the owner have largely been ignored, even going back to as early
as 2009.

There’s not full agreement on what the primary reasons were for
last year’s holiday flooding, but several county and city officials
agree that debris build-up within the drainage systems was a key
factor. Belmont Public Works Director Peter Brown said they’ve
made sure to clear out as much debris as possible from their drains,
and Deputy County Executive Justin Mates reiterated the same in
reference to the county’s infrastructure. They both stated the
drainage system closest to the park occupied by Caltrans also
required cleanup, and while they’ve coordinated with the state
agency more closely this year, they have little to no control over the
upkeep of the primary drain infrastructure along the Highway 101
barrier wall.

“We’ve been engaging with Caltrans to make sure, to the extent that
they can, that the line is maintained, and if there’s any greater
intervention that’s needed, to perform that intervention,” Mates
said. “But this is entirely Caltrans’ jurisdiction. They have the sole
responsibility for it, and they also control all the information about
it.”
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He said the only details they have about the state agency’s storm
infrastructure are based on what the county is told, and they do not
possess any documentation on Caltrans’ system designs. Caltrans
declined to comment on the matter.

Finkelstein agrees debris build-up exacerbated the flooding, but he
added that’s not the only issue in need of remedy, referencing
wooden gates in the area that are supposed to open when water
reaches a certain level, allowing it to flow to the other side of the
highway.

“Most of them are stuck closed and don’t open,” he said. “That’s the
main problem. The secondary problem is Caltrans put in two
pumping stations, but there’s not enough. They probably should
have a third or a fourth one. And we’re not talking about a thousand
dollars a gate. Those are very expensive.”

Settlement

For residents and property owners, flooding and its subsequent
damage is not a new phenomenon. Seven years ago, Caltrans settled
with the property owner for about $163,000 for nearly identical
problems. Finkelstein stated the agency confirmed they would fix
the issues at that point, but added they have clearly remained
unresolved. This time, they’re suing for about $110,750 in
compensatory damages and want to ensure any agreement includes
a formalized commitment to remediating such infrastructural
problems. The involved parties are expected to begin mediation
early next year.

Chavez said he’s seen the flooding progressively worsen over that
amount of time as well.


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ch_X2wruMafqhJpuPur8PgLCA0APXjpaXhQHljOLYkBWz2fqdqkcQASDViZMWYMn2-IaAgKAZoAHEx-6UAcgBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoE4QNP0CrzlW924lZ4mczs3jJkMJd1m_u-10opscwRMkhFIQhJ0Z3zJEU5Tw_mMhFnKN1RzSyLRB4j2-MOKeNJmLGDS-oFbHwIFUjfXBdLh5GwpBAizhcWCb8FvTQgJwb04MzbkgO-2-60yAoWKzp0pP9Xo_NDCHe2MtJS138uVeqTDCH6j9gEqZla0LEvhaTRDZNCtsMv5-9y2BLkavq8TapZc5IfiLhEEIFDXIB8BK5au7NKIPeZ7vNTYBf1aZteQdzhOzDivcg-HTuPx-G5zTNo3xPDQGFMWyJ_qLMWvWgn--gNP1JgEIRu-adr5KmEGF7esxVlV1gXGscfrlS_hzZ1FFEvJywMA_JkPH9RcqnM_YHhL56EvPJlUwIdSX9OLIr12tdU8rLTWjKeKC8_IargOxT83RWjGCKPeSf5khge7uJauSOwCUnZxN5Mf5orB5omNz7z-qlxVPiW2yrfSWPxI4Ydzd2gCSEWHjGzBF-ZZqsCoRLax7pAkLeD6Z6lV2xlk36rmT4Kr3hjdmtMjx4tRJX_aCM4GDIrcHTdDHDzFpUqs7mlp4Zg-JF52RCKFHCsqRgryKTZe76XvdQFIvvm-CLGTN8M5sSEKF2fKWN0yQkIncUfOfN7ZOoIV_dzFhz2wASdsvrltAXgBAGIBY6Ui-NWoAYCgAfc8oHNA6gHp8yxAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIMwiQ4cBgEAEYnQEyCNuDgICAgIAKOg-AwIACkMCAgICAqIACqANIvf3BOliCgvnf-tGSA_IIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTgxNjQ4NDQyMDc3ODkwOLEJ8OCbb3vtX8GACgOYCwHICwGqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjXqfnf-tGSAxWbh-4BHQAYADrqDRMI3eH53_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA68A0CiA7___________8B2BMM0BUByhYCCgD4FgGAFwGyFw4YASoKMzgwNzc4NjQ2OKoYFwkAAAAArO8SQRIKMzgwNzc4NjQ2OBgBshgFGAIiAQDoGAHCGQIIAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-or63_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA6EAEYASAAEgJULvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSnwEA56J1eURwZ5f6XDWHjnSa-w_zqzYfvwDEobcPzUTD6zV7I9VYtMdcmgqXQxt7s1s7b-YpY3dBox5yThGMkX1uZ4GbI47T0F8_zQKSP4crVvtZ7nXWHvD9Wb3oCWPeETNRO37RsET1r3OCXyZTtr5cWbUpHcdpy9PL7lPJOUeHm2D06OQmUMO_ih-JmaN2wvJUDYTO_Kckxw6lz35FsAIYAQ&sig=AOD64_19x9ejyG7tDk1wjekANluY_4IUhA&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://blog.onlineshoppingtools.com/join-cos%3Fatnds%3D60%26popup%3Dhdi9%26utm_source%3Dgoogle_gdnost_cosspin%26postback%3DEAIaIQobChMI-or63_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA6EAEYASAAEgJULvD_BwE%26atnid%3DEAIaIQobChMI-or63_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA6EAEYASAAEgJULvD_BwE%26adgroup%3D185971153181%26campaign%3D23293250062%26device%3Dc%26creative%3D785260742555%26publisher%3Dwww.smdailyjournal.com%26source%3Dsegment_be_a_2707650935466430767%26welcome%3D2%26gad_campaignid%3D23293250062%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI-or63_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA6EAEYASAAEgJULvD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Ch_X2wruMafqhJpuPur8PgLCA0APXjpaXhQHljOLYkBWz2fqdqkcQASDViZMWYMn2-IaAgKAZoAHEx-6UAcgBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoE4QNP0CrzlW924lZ4mczs3jJkMJd1m_u-10opscwRMkhFIQhJ0Z3zJEU5Tw_mMhFnKN1RzSyLRB4j2-MOKeNJmLGDS-oFbHwIFUjfXBdLh5GwpBAizhcWCb8FvTQgJwb04MzbkgO-2-60yAoWKzp0pP9Xo_NDCHe2MtJS138uVeqTDCH6j9gEqZla0LEvhaTRDZNCtsMv5-9y2BLkavq8TapZc5IfiLhEEIFDXIB8BK5au7NKIPeZ7vNTYBf1aZteQdzhOzDivcg-HTuPx-G5zTNo3xPDQGFMWyJ_qLMWvWgn--gNP1JgEIRu-adr5KmEGF7esxVlV1gXGscfrlS_hzZ1FFEvJywMA_JkPH9RcqnM_YHhL56EvPJlUwIdSX9OLIr12tdU8rLTWjKeKC8_IargOxT83RWjGCKPeSf5khge7uJauSOwCUnZxN5Mf5orB5omNz7z-qlxVPiW2yrfSWPxI4Ydzd2gCSEWHjGzBF-ZZqsCoRLax7pAkLeD6Z6lV2xlk36rmT4Kr3hjdmtMjx4tRJX_aCM4GDIrcHTdDHDzFpUqs7mlp4Zg-JF52RCKFHCsqRgryKTZe76XvdQFIvvm-CLGTN8M5sSEKF2fKWN0yQkIncUfOfN7ZOoIV_dzFhz2wASdsvrltAXgBAGIBY6Ui-NWoAYCgAfc8oHNA6gHp8yxAqgHpr4bqAfMzrECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIMwiQ4cBgEAEYnQEyCNuDgICAgIAKOg-AwIACkMCAgICAqIACqANIvf3BOliCgvnf-tGSA_IIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNTgxNjQ4NDQyMDc3ODkwOLEJ8OCbb3vtX8GACgOYCwHICwGqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjXqfnf-tGSAxWbh-4BHQAYADrqDRMI3eH53_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA68A0CiA7___________8B2BMM0BUByhYCCgD4FgGAFwGyFw4YASoKMzgwNzc4NjQ2OKoYFwkAAAAArO8SQRIKMzgwNzc4NjQ2OBgBshgFGAIiAQDoGAHCGQIIAQ&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-or63_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA6EAEYASAAEgJULvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSnwEA56J1eURwZ5f6XDWHjnSa-w_zqzYfvwDEobcPzUTD6zV7I9VYtMdcmgqXQxt7s1s7b-YpY3dBox5yThGMkX1uZ4GbI47T0F8_zQKSP4crVvtZ7nXWHvD9Wb3oCWPeETNRO37RsET1r3OCXyZTtr5cWbUpHcdpy9PL7lPJOUeHm2D06OQmUMO_ih-JmaN2wvJUDYTO_Kckxw6lz35FsAIYAQ&sig=AOD64_19x9ejyG7tDk1wjekANluY_4IUhA&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://blog.onlineshoppingtools.com/join-cos%3Fatnds%3D60%26popup%3Dhdi9%26utm_source%3Dgoogle_gdnost_cosspin%26postback%3DEAIaIQobChMI-or63_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA6EAEYASAAEgJULvD_BwE%26atnid%3DEAIaIQobChMI-or63_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA6EAEYASAAEgJULvD_BwE%26adgroup%3D185971153181%26campaign%3D23293250062%26device%3Dc%26creative%3D785260742555%26publisher%3Dwww.smdailyjournal.com%26source%3Dsegment_be_a_2707650935466430767%26welcome%3D2%26gad_campaignid%3D23293250062%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI-or63_rRkgMVm4fuAR0AGAA6EAEYASAAEgJULvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AWUvr317Lt1EZSAoo2ppsOaTLOTY3C4u3K1Fm131MbCBfdrJQx9aTdG0ve52yJlMAcY7Y8Z_NaaQr5NYrwr52l-KW0DSw7A70fPpA1nmq_lD96omKWNTIcYbNvkd2Cu4avJRBgCCLCoAmrBFmXX5E0tWWcb6VHokXpPaBBMSDfpgb3isj8z72V06rL77yYfBU_YKZU02AdtnNKOuDrxzBWFvyU52muwnm7iqyAqDERT9t3q7VgBtOUsAUMEvw9c_R8DMm5uQ0ihp6jNNSmmAisNkEEV52WHNqL2hmP7mgPXHkYH-E870_xppAfhnANONwU-aGM5JHCPlEvVfXpOrm_GoP1KouF3A10g3yFRiQsrmaXfwiqUvQRITsasaUX9heUqC7Pp-SB85w5Ee9mDwKrLaJT901m5ezVgaYuwRIEukOabAnLnQZ768emNRzfRQd8ycIfUtRl2V0zOI1aFqG8DOK03ZIfdcK2FDyBzHIUKHGBALIEoS1gKCQXzwJRbBP-e6c7Q1r0InGDCEMSuGY1D6BrysEGhnn78lWMOjYFDAd_Qq9dupWfwAAvOl1SvURj_3ib-U8IVk6_znblXZxWh-EW4rQz8GGFymBDuB7O0DegAYryVxxFVtAmigUNaPShmoksx8ZL4YhxKEzBvNEmZeVxKy3bqQN3Y8G40J_Sm_g5u47YFwtpRK215klSMR_YvG57zNt0YuLBdSMQYd6qxELsKV2sj7K1CM-4VGDb0VazxddJSXsWW-_2q0EAf2SyNFLJpWFYvbli_o0lNbZ-fCD5sLsceqPoA1QYI_QepvfMVSlIWGB8tJbfLeBWgoX1ftBZO0o_DHeYdXcZXKI_q2ezQpJsWiRo8aBOizioAyxPrh0vHOWmyDYp6SLNSebkvFnmbARC2mQg6-CEGxTnZ4TUbEjxn2naC8XmqJw5KqYIOnRh61IoThujqoCZ_z7mbjk11Dwd-nkqXOGWLiyZzXDrV0yMR-p6-zi0SZaMG6iAlRLr6OWvuPkKfHx1p6rdHRiKJIpGuRa9Orfof5OESb3-JyNCpqeudi6HeH1LTb7-5bn1alF9xH3g7yxEvlCm4VayPn5R-JDAeFRNFxusO4eTR61Z35wC30j4kqpst_gbyCLbGif1HKrsVNYo4xGPa2z-oxZGHwwYmlyPofpcmhrytqrZ67t4oeTdZllCaFWkSuCtzf_bVmRs2SVFEWxbWY-8os6r_In0CnLLNGARKwA9RNbRBLKZ3boLVukika_pNdd9q8XB99bEEmg5_r039VzqPsnfFCECW8VUvnBdMEzkhy6HRi2aDsZN2oHJgHaRyRPgCUVt9iqjCdBns3-e9lz4ldblmKBjf6KTg_upFp1M6po5bYj0Wpi2KFecmSNBAZAlmdEwIYsWrjUl6QQHF1i1hCN-TAByWNbVB-YK8ts49ObAdydOGQENf-7jOuMghC-TWqNqRJbGsnNCmWWlPt8z8dN1EbjuVLuHhTAbK7z1_dUlgHXZdROiyHS7qySjLz4q35MoXUN7kzlrtq9G6FwjaapB7YLgCrpLSKMcFOxZHi92TJOTD6HvZK7a7xc9JC8z9pLfCfiB0aSFlFi46pUQUMRudXvT8I3w4BhZWVrnF7D-qnUhGWtwHtS14lMClrCh1Si903t6aYAm-m8DW_gzr1Xtm3eNCky0VagiN9eo5IHQZypzHSqCfkWKpbTgdaaMMsXCH0eCBbeP5r0C3SIENOH4wLDJ9qgEBeQa_NCxEWPAvCA20rxJcYZgni7KrMXnA4g7h2tzVHb_kdVTOHibR6_PYne2RiB8XtVPUrTJR2dAPCcmSisglGxQHBbWBBptPk3B8uMtVfAypHUd6aBzDM8P8N9AqEmJUxqQixVdqeoGsGOhU_xBPcJC8R4Art7K2D-lXIyGQi7-uoj_QVjRqYo0kyT7p7FcwIFJDPzhe27ra6a9lFaM-HN1YauHN_Y4biudRRjN4DQhuYYMEo1bPSUDOBlLllXZYqqnfobPcqFXWTX7CM4oyn9ERWw90zwdzEwfPonFmG_MDujG--CiqVPGhx96vp7skcHm3XOvFmH5tPQidSlpYNjV6N8MAjR98fHc6zm5QzY7IcnSZLLMhZQJeMAEhkLoPgH4zRWD49IQqXOnRd7rv4Xxlky9kISEo70KqurwTiIgeNGyR9vjUA9gUgZ2b59VPOioJ7EX0ORnrwyII7GBqvjv8UrUZ1wQ7UJn9kYQDlaXE_VYXWhbIzrpJBXu5kmrXqXe85-R5_v4WG8AU-obiRWtc9F904pX3NVtH0td1PS8rtCJSmzDQy6Lm_Xe_FXsmukLIsCZsyyHXTHa4knTHL0euWDclO22VWgDvHbGIokHUbxqu4J3EEC3SA4e6zp_d263AjUtT4SVkMpP9pKZYZlRrYZ5CAoDODS9aipG5EwplrZeLpsylLkAJTW0nnzRhdm02HcnGuzptSdsu-GzjPepIRmykxn_cVSkrWCaylj7Rb4H3nZ0PJRAXamtfYVW5mvloFVtw0Cl3pGsrK2lS4_89h4dVjlUVkfnWi3jusM3ERq-_ON9FdWdiCPEo7PSoxn3N5gGY0zA5mt9qgtoIzsSR4ASnRlTvLeXBGhLBeecVlhqLrQpM-ACPMkWmlRBHr_48OfMpdrcAwm7WjBz8NYh7xeYhkvN9HUgSUzYka7TVMJ1HPEN3wsm2rzCQEVLb_V7dHlQMz87hetyOI8WHcG-E0XYIq5_7Llv4MmNQ-6qrW0jF8Z0w05QJIrOhTPZN1Tw&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AWUvr317Lt1EZSAoo2ppsOaTLOTY3C4u3K1Fm131MbCBfdrJQx9aTdG0ve52yJlMAcY7Y8Z_NaaQr5NYrwr52l-KW0DSw7A70fPpA1nmq_lD96omKWNTIcYbNvkd2Cu4avJRBgCCLCoAmrBFmXX5E0tWWcb6VHokXpPaBBMSDfpgb3isj8z72V06rL77yYfBU_YKZU02AdtnNKOuDrxzBWFvyU52muwnm7iqyAqDERT9t3q7VgBtOUsAUMEvw9c_R8DMm5uQ0ihp6jNNSmmAisNkEEV52WHNqL2hmP7mgPXHkYH-E870_xppAfhnANONwU-aGM5JHCPlEvVfXpOrm_GoP1KouF3A10g3yFRiQsrmaXfwiqUvQRITsasaUX9heUqC7Pp-SB85w5Ee9mDwKrLaJT901m5ezVgaYuwRIEukOabAnLnQZ768emNRzfRQd8ycIfUtRl2V0zOI1aFqG8DOK03ZIfdcK2FDyBzHIUKHGBALIEoS1gKCQXzwJRbBP-e6c7Q1r0InGDCEMSuGY1D6BrysEGhnn78lWMOjYFDAd_Qq9dupWfwAAvOl1SvURj_3ib-U8IVk6_znblXZxWh-EW4rQz8GGFymBDuB7O0DegAYryVxxFVtAmigUNaPShmoksx8ZL4YhxKEzBvNEmZeVxKy3bqQN3Y8G40J_Sm_g5u47YFwtpRK215klSMR_YvG57zNt0YuLBdSMQYd6qxELsKV2sj7K1CM-4VGDb0VazxddJSXsWW-_2q0EAf2SyNFLJpWFYvbli_o0lNbZ-fCD5sLsceqPoA1QYI_QepvfMVSlIWGB8tJbfLeBWgoX1ftBZO0o_DHeYdXcZXKI_q2ezQpJsWiRo8aBOizioAyxPrh0vHOWmyDYp6SLNSebkvFnmbARC2mQg6-CEGxTnZ4TUbEjxn2naC8XmqJw5KqYIOnRh61IoThujqoCZ_z7mbjk11Dwd-nkqXOGWLiyZzXDrV0yMR-p6-zi0SZaMG6iAlRLr6OWvuPkKfHx1p6rdHRiKJIpGuRa9Orfof5OESb3-JyNCpqeudi6HeH1LTb7-5bn1alF9xH3g7yxEvlCm4VayPn5R-JDAeFRNFxusO4eTR61Z35wC30j4kqpst_gbyCLbGif1HKrsVNYo4xGPa2z-oxZGHwwYmlyPofpcmhrytqrZ67t4oeTdZllCaFWkSuCtzf_bVmRs2SVFEWxbWY-8os6r_In0CnLLNGARKwA9RNbRBLKZ3boLVukika_pNdd9q8XB99bEEmg5_r039VzqPsnfFCECW8VUvnBdMEzkhy6HRi2aDsZN2oHJgHaRyRPgCUVt9iqjCdBns3-e9lz4ldblmKBjf6KTg_upFp1M6po5bYj0Wpi2KFecmSNBAZAlmdEwIYsWrjUl6QQHF1i1hCN-TAByWNbVB-YK8ts49ObAdydOGQENf-7jOuMghC-TWqNqRJbGsnNCmWWlPt8z8dN1EbjuVLuHhTAbK7z1_dUlgHXZdROiyHS7qySjLz4q35MoXUN7kzlrtq9G6FwjaapB7YLgCrpLSKMcFOxZHi92TJOTD6HvZK7a7xc9JC8z9pLfCfiB0aSFlFi46pUQUMRudXvT8I3w4BhZWVrnF7D-qnUhGWtwHtS14lMClrCh1Si903t6aYAm-m8DW_gzr1Xtm3eNCky0VagiN9eo5IHQZypzHSqCfkWKpbTgdaaMMsXCH0eCBbeP5r0C3SIENOH4wLDJ9qgEBeQa_NCxEWPAvCA20rxJcYZgni7KrMXnA4g7h2tzVHb_kdVTOHibR6_PYne2RiB8XtVPUrTJR2dAPCcmSisglGxQHBbWBBptPk3B8uMtVfAypHUd6aBzDM8P8N9AqEmJUxqQixVdqeoGsGOhU_xBPcJC8R4Art7K2D-lXIyGQi7-uoj_QVjRqYo0kyT7p7FcwIFJDPzhe27ra6a9lFaM-HN1YauHN_Y4biudRRjN4DQhuYYMEo1bPSUDOBlLllXZYqqnfobPcqFXWTX7CM4oyn9ERWw90zwdzEwfPonFmG_MDujG--CiqVPGhx96vp7skcHm3XOvFmH5tPQidSlpYNjV6N8MAjR98fHc6zm5QzY7IcnSZLLMhZQJeMAEhkLoPgH4zRWD49IQqXOnRd7rv4Xxlky9kISEo70KqurwTiIgeNGyR9vjUA9gUgZ2b59VPOioJ7EX0ORnrwyII7GBqvjv8UrUZ1wQ7UJn9kYQDlaXE_VYXWhbIzrpJBXu5kmrXqXe85-R5_v4WG8AU-obiRWtc9F904pX3NVtH0td1PS8rtCJSmzDQy6Lm_Xe_FXsmukLIsCZsyyHXTHa4knTHL0euWDclO22VWgDvHbGIokHUbxqu4J3EEC3SA4e6zp_d263AjUtT4SVkMpP9pKZYZlRrYZ5CAoDODS9aipG5EwplrZeLpsylLkAJTW0nnzRhdm02HcnGuzptSdsu-GzjPepIRmykxn_cVSkrWCaylj7Rb4H3nZ0PJRAXamtfYVW5mvloFVtw0Cl3pGsrK2lS4_89h4dVjlUVkfnWi3jusM3ERq-_ON9FdWdiCPEo7PSoxn3N5gGY0zA5mt9qgtoIzsSR4ASnRlTvLeXBGhLBeecVlhqLrQpM-ACPMkWmlRBHr_48OfMpdrcAwm7WjBz8NYh7xeYhkvN9HUgSUzYka7TVMJ1HPEN3wsm2rzCQEVLb_V7dHlQMz87hetyOI8WHcG-E0XYIq5_7Llv4MmNQ-6qrW0jF8Z0w05QJIrOhTPZN1Tw&opi=122715837

“When I first moved in here, the water would rise up sometimes, but
it seemed to exit this area pretty readily ... and I wasn’t on pins and
needles with any concern of everything flooding,” he said. “Now if
there’s a regular rain, then I'm sitting there looking out the window
or looking at my cameras and trying to figure out where the water’s
at.”

One resident stated despite Caltrans’ presence in the area over the
past several months, she’s skeptical of their efforts after checking
the drainage holes with a broom and seeing they were still clogged.
The owner stated he monitored the water drainage as it was raining
over the last several days and hasn’t noticed any improvements.

Finkelstein said his client also received a letter from the county
telling them to clear out water channels that are part of Caltrans’
property, something he said in an email is equivalent to “requiring
the owners to trim the trees along sidewalks.”

Residents’ remedies

The ambiguity means the residents and property owners have had
to take matters into their own hands and purchase pumps to push
water into the county’s drainage system along Harbor Boulevard,
which is normally prohibited but allowed due to a county exception.
Chavez said his pump gets rid of a lot of water relatively quickly, but
if the drain systems are clogged, the water simply flows back into
the park.

“The owner reassured us that he is willing to put as many pumps as
it takes to pump the water, but that it wouldn’t make a difference
because the water would just circulate back into our zone,” Guzman
said in her email, echoing the same sentiment.
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Sandbags were used last year as a way to prevent some of the water
from flowing into the park, which sits below the surrounding areas,
meaning water naturally tends to flow in that direction. The lawsuit
alleges they were told to remove their sandbags at the request of a
Belmont councilmember who lived nearby and was concerned their
placement would direct water to her property instead. Finkelstein
declined to comment further on the matter but said they’ve been
told the park is not allowed to erect them in what would be some of
the most strategic areas. Mates said he is unaware of such a
restriction policy but confirmed there are instances where sandbag
placement must be approved by certain jurisdictions.

Despite the city, county and Caltrans’ stated cleanup efforts, many
residents remain wary, as unclear answers haven’t left them with a
feeling of security. Guzman said the property owner complied with
her and other residents’ request to clean out the brush that
accumulated so water can flow better, and she plans to be better
prepared this year with a go-bag on hand with essentials for her and
her family.

“Neighbors are taking the same measures as well,” she said. “We are
more connected this year and are keeping an eye out for each other
this time.”
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